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THE TEMPLE OF HELIOS (?) AT KANAWAT 



[Plates XXVHI-XXXI] 

Kanawat,! the ancient Kanatha, is a site of great antiquity 
and contains ruins covering many periods, among which 
are those of two temples belonging to the latter half of the 
second century a.d. The one dedicated to Zeus is situated in 
the upper part of the town near the southern wall, and its plan, 
and photographs of its present condition, may be found in Pro- 
fessor Butler's Architecture in Northern Central Syria and the 
Djehel Haurdn.'^ The second large temple at Kanawat is situ- 
ated outside of the walls and far to the north on lower ground. 
This is the so-called Temple of Helios, the restoration of which 
I have attempted. 

Its attribution to Helios rests upon the rather uncertain evi- 
dence of an inscription cut upon the east face of the die of the 
pedestal of the first column standing at the south end of the 
outer row of columns on the east side of the temple. This 
inscription has been several times copied, and as restored by 
Prof essor Prentice ^ reads: 

©]c^avr/s ^tOpov t6[^v v]a[ov 'H]Atbv [ck] tCjv tSttov eva-ejSCjv aveOrjKCv. 
Thehanes, son of Sithros, in devout service, erected at his own ex- 
pense the temple of Helios. 

1 As in the case of a former article on Mushennef (A.J. A., XI, pp. 1-6), I 
am largely indebted to Professor Howard Crosby Butler and Professor William 
Kelly Prentice, two of the members of the American expedition to Syria in 
1900, for the photographs, notes, and inscriptions from which the restorations 
shown in this article have been made. 

2 Part II of the Publications of an American Archaeological Expedition to 
Syria in 1899-1900, pp. 352-354. 

3 American Archaeological Expedition to Syria, 1899-1900, Part III, No. 
407. 
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If this is the correct reading, and it is practically the one 
which was adopted by Berggren, who probably saw the inscrip- 
tion when it was in better condition than in the time of his 





Figure 1. — Plan of Temple at KanawIt. 



Scale lcm. = 4m. 



successors, it would indicate that the temple was dedicated to 
Helios, and for the present at least such an attribution is the 
most plausible. 

The temple is peripteral (Fig. 1) and faces toward the east, 
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with a double row of six columns on the front, single rows of 
nine on the sides, and a single row of seven in the rear, the 
latter being a very unusual arrangement, probably adopted to 
regulate the intercolumniation. Seven of these columns are 
still standing to their full height (Plate XXVIII). Only the 
plan of the exterior wall of the cella can be traced, but this 
shows a series of pilasters corresponding to the columns with 
only a narrow pteroma between. The whole temple stood on a 
podium, paved with large slabs of stone which formed the ceil- 
ing of a basement within the podium, and was approached by 
a flight of steps between two parotids on the east front of the 
temple. Originally there was probably a large paved court 
surrounding the whole building, and this has been shown in the 
plan (Fig. 1) though no data either for its existence or extent 
were found, other than the paved courts that surround many 
temples of the same period in the Haur&n. 

In explaining the method used in the accompanying restora- 
tions (Plates XXIX-XXXI), I shall describe the parts of the 
temple in detail, beginning from the base, and showing what 
authority there is for the various forms, mouldings, etc., em- 
ployed. 

One half of the western wall of the podium, together with 
two small sections of it below the two standing columns on the 
southern side, and a quarter of its eastern wall below the two 
standing columns adjoining the steps were still standing in 
May, 1900. Some of the north wall was also in situ^ but a part 
had been torn down to furnish an entrance to the arched base- 
ment which is now used as a shelter for cattle. The northern 
half of the podium on the west fagade (Plate XXVIII) is free 
from debris for its entire height. Its base mouldings were thus 
found and consist of a plinth, surmounted by a cyma reversa 
with its two fillets. The total height is 2.50 m., and the cap 
is composed of a cyma recta above the conventional quarter- 
round, beneath which is a broad flat-band above three small 
fillets. A portion of the steps and the cap of the podium 
at the point where it breaks out to crown one of the parotids 
are in place (Fig. 2), though the number of steps and their 
exact dimensions cannot be obtained and have been merely 
conjectured. 
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Below each of the pedestals on which the columns of the 
peristyle rest, the wall of the podium is slightly broken out, as 
is shown in Plates XXIX-XXXI. These pedestals are a 




Figure 2. — Temple at Kanawat fro3i East. 



little less than two diameters high, and consist of a plinth in 
two stages, a base composed of a cyma recta above a torus, a 
die 0.55 m. high, and a cap consisting of two fillets, an ovolo, 
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a cavetto, and a fillet. Above this and belonging to the same 
block as these mouldings, though cut back from the edge, is 
a broad band of such a size that it forms a sort of plinth for the 
base of the column. 

The bases are of the Attic type with two toruses separated 
by a scotia and these mouldings are richly carved. Above the 
bases, an ovolo and a narrow fillet take the place of the usual 
cincture and apophyge in accomplishing the transition from the 
base to the shaft proper. The shafts themselves are about 
eight diameters high, though with the base and capital added 
their height is increased to practically ten diameters, and thus, 
with the pedestals on which they stand, the columns have 
a very slender and graceful outline. There is considerable 
entasis (Fig. 2), which seems to have its greatest extent about 
midway up the shaft. The capitals are of the Corinthian type, 
and although all the volutes have been more or less broken, 
enough remains to render their reconstruction possible. 

Unfortunately, as may be seen from the photographs, nothing 
is standing above the columns, and all this portion had to be 
assumed from other examples in the country. No parts of the 
architrave or cornice were found even upon the surrounding 
ground, and in fact from the systematic demolition and re- 
moval of all the parts of the structure which were of squared 
blocks, it would seem that the 
entablature and cella walls 
were undoubtedly removed to 
some other locality to furnish 
material for the construction 
of later, perhaps mediaeval or 
modern, buildings. Even por- ^HT* ^^f% 

tions of the podium were re- ^B f - '"]^ 

moved, and it is probable that ' « ' '^ ^ " 

^ liGCRE 3. — Entablature at Bosra. 

the only reason w^hy it was 

not totally destroyed was the fear lest the huge columns 
should fall. It was therefore necessary, as I have said, to 
supply an entablature, and the one surmounting a column in 
front of the so-called Nymphaeum at Bosra (Fig. 3) was 
chosen. To be sure, it is the only known example of an en- 
tablature with consoles in this part of Syria, but it is from a 
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building of nearly the same date as the temple of Helios and it 
seems probable that this feature should have been employed 
at both places. I have again used the arcuated architrave 
over the central pair of columns on the eastern fagade (Plate 
XXIX) as in the case of Mushennef (A.J, A., XI, PL II), 
for the width of the intercolumniation and the general use of 
this feature in the Hauran seemed to me sufficient indications 
of its employment here. The gable form of the roof can also 
be only conjectured, but it is found with the arcuated archi- 




FiGURE 4. — Triumphal Arch at Damascus. 



trave in many of the buildings of the country, including the 
so-called triumphal arch at Damascus, where the same form of 
entablature is also employed (Fig. 4). 

The four inner columns of the second row at the east end 
are interesting from the fact that they are set upon octagonal 
instead of square pedestals, as is shown in the one at the left of 
the steps in the perspective (Plate XXXI). As I have re- 
marked, the use of seven columns in the rear, or west, elevation 
of the temple is unusual, and it is to show the effect of such an 
arrangement that Plate XXX has been drawn. If as few as 
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six or as many as eight columns had been used, the intercolumni- 
ation would have been so changed as to have left no columns 
opposite the ends of the cella walls and the spacings would 
have been quite different from those of the other sides of the 
building, whereas they are now almost the same, though 
slightly narrower. 

In the elevation of the cella wall of course everything was 
assumed, for it has been levelled to within 0.30 m. of the pave- 
ment and only its posi- 
tion was obtainable. 
The doorway with its 
relieving arch is of 
the type most common 
in the country and 
was used at 'Atil, in 
the Kaisariyeh at 
Shakka, and many 
other places. 

The perspective 
(Plate XXXI) has 
been drawn directly 
from the measured 
drawings of the f agade 
and plan, and nothing 
new has been assumed 
except the tile roof, 
and as tiles were fre- 
quently used in the 
Hauran, they have 
been adopted here. 
The paved court is 
no longer to be seen, 
but there are courts at 
Mushennef and else- Figure 5. — Restored Base of Column. 

where, and in all probability it still exists here, covered by soil 
and debris, unless it has been carried away for the sake of its 
squared blocks. 

The details and ornamentation of the temple are most inter- 
esting, and in order to show the mouldings and carvings of the 




/ 



^i^ 



"i I 



394 



CLABENCE WARD 



pedestal and base of one of the columns, I have made a draw- 
ing of this detail (Fig. 5) on a larger scale than was possible 
in either of the elevations. In this drawing, I made use of a 
photograph of one of the pedestals (Fig. 6) and also of the 




Figure 6. — Base of Column^. 



fragment of a column base which may be seen, half hidden in 
the grass, in the foreground of Fig. 2. It will be seen how 
elaborately the mouldings of the base were carved, the torus 
having a guilloche of an interesting type with little circular 
knobs betw^een the braids, while the scotia has the reeded orna- 
ment found in the Temple of Zeus at Kanawat, the Temple at 
Mushennef, and elsewhere, with groups of three perpendicular 
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reeds in high relief at equal intervals around the columns. 
Above this, the small torus is carved with the bay leaf pattern 
in which the berries are shown in various places between the 
leaves, thus adding a considerable realism and charm to the 
effect. The little curved fillet above this torus is carved with 
a miniature reproduction of the guilloche of the large torus 
and completes the elaborate decoration of the base. The base 
shown in the photograph seems to have its lower moulding 
carved with a braid ornament, and it is probable, therefore, 
that the bases were somewhat varied in their treatment. The 
pedestals and their mouldings are uncarved, but show very- 
interesting profiles and well-proportioned forms. Inscriptions 
occur on many of them, sometimes, as shown in the photograph, 
on the crowning bands, and sometimes across the die itself, but 
these contain no archaeological information further than the 
designation of the person who erected the columns. (Pren- 
tice, op. cit, Nos. 407-411.) 

Situated as it was, outside of the city but high above the 
plain and with a superb view across the low lands toward the 
snow-clad peaks of the Anti-Lebanon, this temple must have 
produced a striking effect with the light, airy appearance of 
its many slender columns and the grace and charm of its pro- 
portions. Professor Butler has called it the " most beautiful 
and impressive of all the ruins of the Hauran," and it is greatly 
to be regretted that it is impossible to make an absolutely 
correct restoration of this appropriately dedicated Temple of 
the Sun. 

Claebnce Ward. 

Phinceton, N.J. 
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